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After I had resided here a short time, the Margrave told me that I was to be present: at the subject of the conversation, for which purpose he had expressly come to Berlin; and that, to avoid suspicion and curiosity, the conference was to be held in my apartment. Upon the arrival of His Majesty, who came as if to pay a visit to me, the Margrave was ready to receive* him, and 1 was seated near a window that looked into a garden.
Here they conversed on the proposed intention of the Margrave to give up his principalities to Prussia. I never uttered a syllable ; and they repeatedly met lien; in order to discuss this important matter.
One day the King said to the Margrave, " Wo must be very amusing, for our sister is often obliged to suppress a smile;" and turning to me, "Can you deny this/' added he : " now, pray tell me the cause/1
I replied frankly, as I hope I have always spoken to Sovereigns, that the idea which floated on my mind was, that they never would come to any arrangement, unless a Minister of Finance was entrusted with the secret, and could arrange matters between them; for tin; disinterestedness of both Sovereigns was so great, that each wanted to give np all pecuniary advantages, and when all idea of calculation was lost between them.
The King and the Margrave were so diverted at my answer, that they both laughed ; the King most heartily, who said to the Margrave, " She is right ; we. must have Bernsprunger : " and Bernspnmger was employed ; who, as far as 1 can judge, adjusted tilings to the mutual satisfaction of all parties.
During our stay at Berlin, which lasted tluve months, we were continually engaged in the hurry of dress andilia."en published by Signer S. di Giacomo,  Custodian  of  the  Biblioteca Lucchesi-Palli.     See Vol.  I, Introduction, p. xvii.n ota.'.uu! witiiutufv,
